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GENERAL  INFORMATION 


The  Achievement  Testing  Program  provides  Alberta  Education,  school 
jurisdictions,  and  the  public  with  information  significant  at  the  provincial 
and  local  levels  about  what  students  know  and  can  do  in  relation  to  the 
objectives  of  the  Program  of  Studies.  It  does  not  provide  information  to  be 
used  for  student  placement  or  promotion. 

The  achievement  tests  are  administered  on  a four-year  cycle  in  four  subject 
areas:  language  arts,  social  studies,  mathematics,  and  science;  and  at  three 

grade  levels:  3,  6,  and  9. 

The  achievement  tests  are  specific  to  the  Program  of  Studies  prescribed  by  the 
Minister  of  Education.  Classroom  teachers  from  across  the  province  are 
extensively  involved  in  developing  and  field  testing  the  questions. 

Information  pertaining  to  grades  3,  6,  and  9 relating  to  the  nature  of  the 
achievement  testing  program,  exemptions,  students  receiving  instruction  in 
French  and  administration  of  the  Achievement  Testing  Program  can  be  found  in 
the  Achievement  Testing  Program  General  Information  Bulletin,  1990-91  which 
has  been  mailed  to  all  superintendents  and  principals. 


During  1991,  the  achievement  tests  will  be  administered  according  to  the 
following  schedule: 


Tuesday  - June  11,  1991 
Grade  3 Science  (a.m.) 

Grade  6 Mathematics*  (a.m.) 
Grade  9 Social  Studies*  (a.m.) 


* A French  translation  of  this  test  is  available  and  must  be  administered 
at  the  same  time  as  the  English  test.  Schools  will  be  sent  special  forms 
from  Alberta  Education  by  February,  1991  requesting  an  indication  of  which 
test  versions  are  required  (English/French).  These  forms  must  be  returned 
through  jurisdiction  offices  by  March  8,  1991. 


Reporting  The  Achievement  Test 

In  October  1991,  a provincial  report  will  be  issued  that  will  present  the 
overall  results  for  the  province  on  major  curriculum  dimensions.  Each 
jurisdiction  will  receive  a district  profile  of  student  achievement  to 
parallel  the  provincial  report,  as  well  as  guidelines  for  interpreting  the 
jurisdictional  results  in  relation  to  provincial  school  standards.  School 
jurisdictions  and  schools  will  only  receive  reports  based  on  their  students. 
Provincial  results  will  be  released  publicly  through  the  annual  Achievement 
Testing  Program,  Provincial  Report. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  GRADE  9 SOCIAL  STUDIES  ACHIEVEMENT  TEST 


General  Description 

The  test  has  two  components.  Part  A and  Part  B,  which  will  be  printed  in  one 
booklet.  Part  A consists  of  60  multiple-choice  questions  and  is  worth  70%  of 
the  total  test  score.  The  student  is  required  to  use  a separate  answer  sheet 
for  this  part  of  the  test. 

Part  B consists  of  one  written-response  question.  This  section  is  worth  30% 
of  the  total  test  score  and  requires  an  extended  response  that  is  to  be 
written  in  the  test  booklet. 

The  test  will  be  administered  on  the  morning  of  June  11,  1991. 

The  total  writing  time  for  the  test  is  1 % hours. 


Content  of  the  Test 

The  test  is  based  on  the  1989  Alberta  Social  Studies  Program  of  Studies.  All 
test  questions  are  drawn  from  the  content  of  the  three  topics  prescribed  for 
Grade  9: 

Topic  A:  Economic  Growth:  U.S.A. 

Topic  B:  Economic  Growth:  U.S.S.R. 

Topic  C:  Canada:  Responding  to  Change 

The  knowledge  component  and  the  process  skills  have  equal  emphasis  on  the 
multiple-choice  section  of  the  test.  Each  multiple-choice  question  evaluates 
both  knowledge  and  skill  objectives. 

Students'  communication  skills  are  assessed  directly  on  Part  B,  the 
written-response  portion.  Success  on  Part  A relies  on  students'  abilities  to 
apply  their  knowledge  to  new  situations  and  to  articulate  their  awareness  and 
understanding. 

Participation  skills  as  well  as  the  attitude  objectives  are  hot  directly 
evaluated  on  this  test.  However,  teachers  should  be  aware  that  such  skills 
contribute  to  students'  abilities  to  do  both  parts  of  the  test. 
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1991  GRADE  9 SOCIAL  STUDIES  ACHIEVEMENT  TEST  BLUEPRINT 
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BLUEPRINT  FOR  THE  1991  GRADE  9 SOCIAL  STUDIES 
ACHIEVEMENT  TEST 

Part  B:  Written  Response  (30%  of  total  test  score) 


Description  of 

Reporting  Category 

Proportion 

Writing  Assignment 

of  Score 

Support  a position  on  a 

1.  Students  are  expected  to 

20% 

given  issue  by  writing 

support  their  position 

a complete  and  unified 

by  organizing  their  points 

response,  with  emphasis 

of  argument  convincingly. 

on  synthesis  and 

and  by  using  specfic  and 

evaluation  of  information 

pertinent  examples  and 

from  varied  sources  and 

details  to  illustrate 

knowledge  of  social 
studies. 

their  points  of  argument. 

2.  Expression: 

Students  are  expected  to 
express  their  ideas  and 
arguments  with  clear, 
specific,  accurate 
language,  and  to  use 
correct  conventions  of 
spelling,  punctuation, 
and  grammar. 

10% 

30% 
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SCORING  OF  THE  TEST 


The  multiple-choice  portion  (Part  A)  of  the  test  will  be  machine-scored.  The 
written-response  section  (Part  B)  will  be  marked  by  Grade  9 teachers  who  have 
been  recommended  by  their  superintendents  and  appointed  by  the  Student 
Evaluation  Branch. 

Selection  of  Markers 


To  qualify  for  recommendation  by  a superintendent,  a prospective  marker  must 
have  taught  Grade  9 Social  Studies  for  two  or  more  years,  currently  be 
teaching  Grade  9 Social  Studies,  and  have  a valid  permanent  Alberta  teaching 
certificate. 

Superintendents  will  be  contacted  in  March  1991  for  their  recommendations. 

The  Student  Evaluation  Branch  will  select  approximately  150  teachers  from  the 
list  of  recommended  markers.  Selection  will  be  made  to  reflect  a proportional 
representation  from  the  various  regions  of  Alberta.  Markers  will  be  contacted 
in  May. 

Scoring  Dates 

The  written-response  section  of  the  1991  Grade  9 Social  Studies  Achievement 
Test  will  be  scored  in  Edmonton  during  the  week  of  July  15  to  19,  1991. 

Scoring  Procedure 

Each  student's  paper  will  be  scored  by  one  marker  only.  The  one-marker  system 
produces  reliable  results  for  reporting  at  the  jurisdictional  and  provincial 
levels,  but  not  at  the  individual  student  level.  At  the  time  of  scoring,  the 
markers  will  be  instructed  to  focus  upon  the  success  of  a student's  writing 
within  the  two  scoring  categories. 

Scoring  Guide 

The  scoring  guide  on  pages  17  to  18  will  be  used  to  grade  the  written-response 
section.  The  descriptions  of  the  criteria  for  scoring  will  be  adjusted  to 
reflect  the  requirements  of  the  specific  assignment  and  actual  student 
responses.  Training  in  the  use  of  this  guide  will  be  provided  at  the  marking 
sessions.  Since  the  scoring  guide  does  not  appear  in  the  test  booklet, 
teachers  should  familiarize  their  students  with  the  scoring  criteria  before 
students  write  the  test. 

Confirming  Standards 

Confirming  standards  is  a process  whereby  teachers  are  asked  to  make  judgments 
related  to  the  achievement  test  to  answer  the  questions  of  whether 
province-wide  performance  is  satisfactory.  For  more  information  on  confirming 
standards  procedures  refer  to  Appendix  B of  the  Achievement  Testing  Program, 
Provincial  Report,  June  1991  Administration. 
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SAMPLE  QUESTIONS 


Examples  of  both  multiple-choice  and  written-response  questions  are  presented 
on  the  following  pages.  They  illustrate  the  nature  and  complexity  of  the 
questions  that  will  appear  on  the  test.  Background  information  for  each 
multiple-choice  question  is  provided.  In  addition  to  having  a keyed  response, 
each  question  is  classified  according  to  the  topic  and  objective  on  which  it 
is  based.  The  difficulty  level  of  the  question,  which  indicates  the 
percentage  of  students  who  answered  the  question  correctly  on  field  tests,  is 
also  given.  For  example,  a difficulty  level  of  0.431  means  that  43.1%  of  the 
students  answered  the  question  correctly.  Please  note  that  this  sample  of 
questions  does  not  represent  the  emphasis  of  the  course.  The  weightings 
assigned  to  the  different  course  objectives  for  the  actual  test  are  indicated 
in  the  blueprints  on  pages  3 and  4 of  this  bulletin. 

Teachers  are  encouraged  to  familiarize  students  with  the  types  of  questions 
that  will  appear  on  the  achievement  test  by  discussing  the  sample  questions 
with  them. 
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Part  A:  Multiple-Choice  Sample  Questions 


Question  1 

1.  Economists  refer  to  a shortage  of  resources  as 

*A.  scarcity 

B.  materialism 

C.  overconsumption 

D.  planned  obsolescence 

Cognitive  Process:  The  student  is  required  to  understand  the  meaning  of 

scarcity. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topics  A,  B,  and  C 

Knowledge  objective  - scarcity 

Difficulty:  0.827 


Question  2 

2.  The  factory  system  was  developed  to 

A.  cut  down  on  child  labor 

B.  limit  working  hours  to  protect  workers 
*C.  use  large  machines  to  increase  efficiency 

D.  reduce  England’s  dependence  on  agriculture 

Cognitive  Process:  The  student  is  required  to  understand  why  the  factory 

system  developed. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  A 

Knowledge  objective  - Industrialization:  Factory  System 

Difficulty:  0.742 
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Question  3 


Use  the  information  below  to  answer  question  3. 


SPEAKER  I 

With  the  continued  automation  of  work,  the  skills  and  knowledge 
required  to  do  the  job  are  being  transferred  from  the  worker  to  the 
computer.  Work  is  becoming  more  monotonous,  more  routine,  less 
challenging,  and  less  rewarding.  I think  this  is  unhealthy. 

SPEAKER  II 

It  is  no  longer  necessary  to  assemble  all  workers  at  the  same  time, 
and  place.  Portable  computers  create  an  office  wherever  the  worker 
happens  to  be.  The  result  is  a lower  expenditure  of  energy,  time, 
and  resources.  You  will  never  convince  me  that  this  is  bad. 

Adapted  from  Microtechnology , 1982 


3.  The  two  speakers  have  different  opinions  about  the  importance  of 

A.  employee  productivity  and  achievement 

B.  employee  integrity  and  achievement 
*C.  job  satisfaction  and  efficiency 

D.  job  security  ’and  efficiency 

Cognitive  Process:  The  student  is  required  to  understand  the  term  automation 

as  well  as  determine  the  underlying  values  of  each  speaker. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  A 

Skill  objective  - determine  values  underlying  a position 


Difficulty:  0.578 
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Question  4 


Use  the  information  below  to  answer  question  4. 


A debate  over  farm  policy  is  taking  place  in  the  U.S.S.R. 
Agricultural  production  has  always  been  a problem  since  the 
collectivization  of  farms.  Now  the  question  has  returned. 
"Should  individual  farmers  be  permitted  to  own  the  land?"  Small 
private  plots  now  produce  more  than  the  large  collective  farms. 
On  collective  farms,  the  farmers  receive  a standard  wage 
regardless  of  levels  of  production  or  quality  of  the  goods 
produced.  Therefore,  farmers  have  no  incentive  to  improve 
production.  As  a result  the  government  must  import  many  farm 
products  that  farmers  should  be  able  to  produce  themselves. 
Old-guard  party  members  are  against  private  ownership  of  land. 


4.  The  MAIN  issue  in  the  reading  is  a debate  concerning 

A.  quality  of  produce 

B.  foreign  farm  imports 

C.  poor  worker  attitudes 
*D.  public  ownership  of  land 


Cognitive  Process:  The  student  is  required  to  understand  the  concept  of 

collectives,  as  well  as  identify  and  focus  on  the  issue  in 
the  reading. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  B 

Skill  objective  - differentiate  between  main  and  related 
ideas 

Difficulty:  0.720 


Question  5 

5.  An  economic  system  in  which  the  government  owns  MOST  of  the  capital  and 
natural  resources  and  makes  all  the  MAJOR  economic  decisions  is  a 

*A.  centrally  planned  economy 

B.  free  enterprise  economy 

C.  socialist  economy 

D.  mixed  economy 


Cognitive  Process:  The  student  is  required  to  understand  the  generalization 

that  in  a centrally  planned  economy  land,  labour,  and 
capital  are  controlled  by  government. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  B 

Knowledge  objective  - centrally  planned  economy 

Difficulty:  0.524 
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Question  6 


Use  the  information  below  to  answer  question  6. 


BELIEFS  ABOUT  ECONOMIC  SYSTEMS 

I.  A business  should  be  allowed  to  pursue  its  own  goals. 

II.  All  citizens  should  be  concerned  about  the  advancement  of 
the  nation. 

III.  The  government  should  have  some  say  in  the  kinds  of  goods 
produced  by  a nation. 

IV.  The  welfare  of  the  nation  should  be  achieved  through  strong 
government  control. 

Adapted  from  Canada  and  the  World,  1983 


6.  The  belief  that  places  the  greatest  emphasis  on  freedom  in  economic 
decision  making  is 


*A. 

belief 

I 

B. 

belief 

II 

C. 

belief 

III 

D. 

belief 

IV 

Cognitive  Process:  The  student  is  required  to  understand  the  concept  of 

economic  decision  making  as  well  as  analyse,  synthesize, 
and  evaluate  which  statement  places  greatest  emphasis  on 
freedom  in  economic  decision  making. 


Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  B 

Skill  objective  - analyse,  synthesize,  and  evaluate 


Difficulty:  0.830 
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Question  7 


7.  To  find  the  MOST  complete  information  on  primary  industries  in  Alberta,  the 
best  place  to  look  would  be 

A.  the  book  Technological  Change  in  Alberta 

B.  the  book  Pollution , Recycling , and  Conservation  in  Alberta 

*C.  entries  in  the  Canadian  Encyclopedia  under  "farming,"  "mining," 
and  "forestry" 

D.  an  ACCESS  TV  program  on  Alberta's  contribution  to  technological 
research 


Cognitive  Process:  The  student  is  required  to  know  what  a primary  industry 

is,  to  be  able  to  identify  examples  of  primary  industries 
in  Alberta,  and  also  to  know  where  to  locate  information 
about  these  industries. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  C 

Skill  Objective  - identify  possible  sources  and  location  of 
information 

Difficulty:  0.583 


Question  8 

8.  A technological  invention  that  has  a physical  implication  is  a 

A.  computer  that  replaces  four  clerical  staff 

B.  home  robot  that  serves  food  at  a dinner  party 

*C.  device  for  automobiles  that  cuts  down  on  air  pollution 
D.  computer  that  increases  production  at  a manufacturing  plant 


Cognitive  Process:  The  student  is  required  to  know  what  a physical 

implication  is  and  then  to  draw  conclusions  about  the 
effects  of  new  technology. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  C 

Skill  objective  - draws  conclusions  about  the  effect  of 
technology  on  lifestyle 

Difficulty:  0.374 
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Question  9 


Use  the  information  below  to  answer  question  9. 


I. 

Access  to  Health  Care 

II. 

Amount  of  Income 

III. 

Age  of  the  Individual 

IV. 

Condition  of  the  Environment 

9.  Which  of  these  factors  affect  quality  of  life? 

*A.  I,  II,  IV 

B.  I,  II,  III 

C.  I,  III,  IV 

D.  II,  III,  IV 

Cognitive  Process:  The  student  is  required  to  understand  the  concept  quality 

of  life. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topics  A,  B,  and  C 

Knowledge  objective  - quality  of  life 

Difficulty:  0.618 
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Part  B:  Written-Response  Sample  Question 


This  section  of  the  Achievement  Test  differs  somewhat  from  the  1983  and  1987 
administrations.  The  1991  Achievement  Test  requires  students  to  support  a 
position  on  an  issue  by  producing  an  extended  written  response.  As  a result 
of  discussion  with  teachers,  short-answer  questions  have  been  eliminated. 

Since  each  short-answer  question  was  worth  few  marks,  concern  was  raised  as  to 
the  validity  of  the  results. 

Below  is  a sample  of  the  general  content  and  format  of  the  instructions  for 
answering  the  written-response  portion  of  the  test.  The  sample  question  is  on 
pages  14  to  16.  The  scoring  guide  used  to  mark  the  question  appears  on  pages 
17  to  18. 


GRADE  9 SOCIAL  STUDIES 
ACHIEVEMENT  TEST 
PART  B:  WRITTEN  RESPONSE 


General  Instructions 

• Part  B consists  of  one  written-response  question  worth  30%  of 
the  total  mark. 

• In  this  section  of  the  test,  you  have  a chance  to  demonstrate 
your  ability  to  apply  to  NEW  situations  and  issues  what  you 
have  learned  this  year.  The  issue  may  be  new  to  you  and  some 
of  the  material  may  not  have  been  discussed  in  class,  but  your 
knowledge  of  social  studies  will  help  you  prepare  your 
response. 

• Read  all  parts  of  the  assignment  carefully. 

• Plan  your  time  so  that  you  can  complete  your  response. 

• Write  in  the  space  provided.  There  are  pages  provided  for 
planning  and  drafting  and  for  your  finished  work. 

• Use  blue  or  black  ink  for  your  finished  work. 
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Background: 


As  a young  Albertan  you  are  interested  in  the  future  of  your  province. 
Decisions  made  today  will  affect  the  quality  of  your  life  in  the  future. 

There  is  a problem  of  how  to  balance  economic  need  and  security  with 
protection  of  the  environment. 

The  future  of  the  pulp  and  paper  industry  in  Alberta  is  one  example  of 
where  a balance  between  economics  and  environment  is  needed. 


PRESENT  AND  PROPOSED  PULP  MILLS  IN  ALBERTA 


-from  Environment  Views , September  1989 
- 14  - 


Information  to  consider: 

Since  1988,  industry  and  government  have  announced  seven  new  or  upgraded 
pulp  and  paper  mills  in  northern  Alberta. 

Since  January  1990,  at  least  two  of  these  projects  have  been  delayed,  one 
by  the  government  and  one  by  private  industry,  pending  further  environmental 
impact  studies. 

10  000  directly  or  indirectly  related  jobs  will  be  created  as  a result  of 
having  seven  pulp  mills  in  operation  in  northern  Alberta. 

Pulp  and  paper  industries  rely  on  a continuous  supply  of  trees,  water,  and 
energy. 

The  pulp  mills  most  often  criticised  are  those  that  produce  white  paper 
by  using  bleach,  which  is  harmful  when  it  is  discarded  into  the  river; 
however,  no  pulp  process  is  without  some  impact  on  the  environment. 

Mills  that  do  not  use  bleach  produce  a lower  quality  pulp  not  suitable  for 
fine  writing  paper. 

Private  pulp  industries  believe  that  the  river  system  involved  can  support 
the  impact  of  waste  material  from  their  plants. 

Many  environmental  groups  believe  that  more  study  is  necessary  to 
determine  the  impact  of  these  mills  on  the  environment.  Environmentalists 
argue  that  private  industry  can  not  fairly  complete  their  own  studies 
without  biased  results. 

Information  adapted  from  Edmonton  Report  and  Alberta  Report 


WORLD  PAPER  CONSUMPTION 
Country  Consumption/person 

(kg) 

United  States 

290 

Sweden 

230 

Canada 

211 

Japan 

173 

Britain 

143 

Taiwan 

131 

U.S.S.R. 

34 

China 

10 

Nigeria  i= 

World  paper  consumption  is  expected 
to  rise  as  the  information 
consumption  continues.  Countries 
with  low  literacy  rates  will  see  it 
increase  as  their  literacy  rates 
rise. 

Adapted  from  U.S.  Hews  and  World 
Report  February  29/88 


from  Environment  Views,  September  1989 
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SITUATION 

Each  month  your  school  newspaper  takes  a current  issue  and  asks  the 
students  to  voice  their  opinions  on  the  subject. 

This  month's  issue  is  the  development  of  the  pulp  and  paper  industry  in 
Alberta. 


ASSIGNMENT 

The  pulp  and  paper  industry  in  Alberta  is  being  developed. 

How  should  the  industry  be  developed? 

Your  task  is  to  write  a convincing  article  in  which  you  state  and  support 
your  opinion  on  this  question. 

• In  presenting  your  opinion,  consider  economic  and  environmental 
factors. 

• Use  examples  and  evidence  from  the  "information  to  consider"  on  page 

15  and  from  your  knowledge  of  economic  systems  to  support  your  opinion. 

• Your  work  will  be  marked  on: 

- how  well  you  support  your  position  (attention  should  be  paid  to 
organization  as  well  as  persuasiveness). 

- how  well  you  express  yourself  (grammar,  word  usage,  punctuation). 
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WRITTEN-RESPONSE  SCORING  GUIDE 


1.  Support  of  Position  (20  marks) 


Support  a position  on  this  issue  by  using  an  organized  and 
convincing  argument  with  examples. 


Support  of  Position 


Descriptor 

Score 

CRITERIA  FOR  SCORING 

EXCELLENT 

5 

The  writer  presents  an  excellent  argument  based  on 
solid  reasoning  and  supportive  examples.  The  writing 
is  very  persuasive,  and  demonstrates  originality, 
maturity,  and  insight. 

GOOD 

4 

The  writer  presents  a good  argument  based  on  reasons 
and  relevant  examples.  The  presentation  is  organized, 
persuasive,  and  clearly  developed. 

ACCEPTABLE 

3 

The  writer  presents  an  identifiable  position  based  on 
related  facts.  While  the  argument  is  generally 
sound,  it  may  be  somewhat  lacking  in  persuasiveness. 

LIMITED 

2 

The  writer  presents  a confused  statement  of  position. 
The  argument  lacks  organization.  The  examples 
that  are  cited  are  only  remotely  related.  They  may  be 
contradictory  or  vague. 

POOR 

1 

The  writer  does  not  present  a definable  position,  or 
may  state  a position  but  makes  little  or  no  attempt 
to  support  it.  Content  is  inaccurate  or  inappropriate. 
The  presentation  either  lacks  a sense  of  purpose  or  is 
completely  unpersuasive. 

INS 

This  is  a special  category.  It  is  not  an  indication 
of  quality.  It  should  only  be  assigned  to  papers  that 
are  blank,  totally  illegible,  or  address  a completely 
different  topic. 
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2.  Expression  (10  marks) 


Communicate  effectively  by  using  appropriate  vocabulary  and 
correct  conventions  of  language. 


Expression 


Descriptor 

Score 

CRITERIA  FOR  SCORING 

EXCELLENT 

5 

The  use  of  language  in  support  of  the  position  is 
accurate  and  effective.  Proper  conventions,  effective 
syntax,  and  precise  and  specific  vocabulary  are  used. 

GOOD 

4 

The  use  of  language  in  support  the  position  is  clear 
and  understandable,  although  there  may  be  a few  minor 
grammatical  and  spelling  errors. 

ACCEPTABLE 

3 

The  use  of  language  in  support  of  the  position  is 
adequate,  although  there  may  be  some  grammatical  and 
spelling  errors. 

LIMITED 

2 

The  use  of  language  is  limited  and  displays  frequent 
grammatical  and  spelling  errors. 

POOR 

1 

The  use  of  language  is  seriously  flawed,  with  numerous 
grammatical  and  spelling  errors. 
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DRAFT 


PERFORMANCE  STANDARDS 
Purpose  of  Performance  Standards 

The  Grade  9 performance  standards  statement  is  intended  to  help  educators 
develop  a shared,  province-wide  understanding  of  acceptable  and  excellent 
levels  of  achievement  for  Grade  9 Social  Studies. 


Presented  below  are  DRAFT  statements  which  describe  what  is  expected  of  Grade  9 
students  who  are  achieving  at  an  acceptable  or  an  excellent  level  of 
performance  on  independent  work  at  the  end  of  the  Grade  9 Social  Studies 
Program.  Once  finalized,  these  statements  will  represent  the  standards  of 
performance  against  which  provincial  and/or  local  levels  of  student 
achievement  will  be  compared.  By  comparing  actual  provincial  results  to 
expected  provincial  performance  standards,  it  can  be  decided  if  achievement  is 
in  fact  "good  enough".  The  standards  of  performance  inherent  in  these 
statements  are  derived  from  the  goals  and  objectives  of  Grade  9 Social  Studies 
as  presented  in  the  1989  Program  of  Studies . 


Target  Group 

The  Grade  9 Social  Studies  course  is  intended  for  all  students  in  Grade  9 
except  those  who  are  enrolled  in  special  education  programs  such  as  the 
Integrated  Occupational  Program. 

Through  discussions  held  with  educators  in  developing  the  achievement  tests, 
the  expectation  exists  that  85  per  cent  of  all  students  will  meet  acceptable 
levels  of  performance  but  only  15  per  cent  will  achieve  a level  of 
excellence.  We  are  interested  in  knowing  if  these  standards  of  performance 
and  the  expectations  of  how  many  students  will  meet  these  levels  of 
performance  are  appropriate.  Your  view  regarding  these  expectations  would  be 
appreciated. 

Acceptable  Level  of  Performance 

Students  achieving  an  acceptable  level  of  performance  are  expected  to  have  an 
accurate  understanding  of  the  knowledge  and  skills  fundamental  to  the 
program.  Students  at  the  acceptable  level  are  expected  to  demonstrate  an 
understanding  of  concepts  and  generalizations  based  on  factual  information, 
however,  they  may  have  difficulty  using  and  applying  the  information. 

Similarly,  students  achieving  at  the  acceptable  level  of  performance  are 
expected  to  communicate  information  in  a thoughtful  manner;  they  however,  do 
not  consistently  reach  the  upper  levels  of  intellectual  functioning  and 
therefore  are  expected  to  have  some  difficulty  with  written  and  oral 
assignments  that  involve  more  than  simple  narrative  or  expository 
communication.  For  example,  students  attaining  the  acceptable  level  of 
performance,  are  expected  to  recall  the  events  of  the  1917  Revolution  in 
Russia  by  constructing  a time  line,  but  may  have  difficulty  understanding  and 
then  explaining  in  a position  paper  how  this  historical  event  influenced 
industrial  development  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
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Level  of  Excellence 


It  is  expected  that  students  achieving  at  the  level  of  excellence  have 
mastered  the  knowledge  objectives  of  the  Grade  9 Social  Studies  program. 

These  students  are  expected  to  have  little  difficulty  with  the  higher  level 
process  skills  such  as  analysing,  synthesizing,  and  evaluating. 

Students  at  this  level  are  expected  to  be  proficient  in  conveying  information, 
explaining  thoughts,  feelings  and  ideas  and  using  persuasive  arguments  in  oral 
and  written  communication. 

Students  who  are  achieving  at  the  level  of  excellence  in  Grade  9 Social 
Studies  are  expected  to  be  self-motivated,  self-directed  problem  solvers,  and 
decision  makers.  They  are  expected  to  have  mastered  the  process, 
communication  and  participation  skills  of  the  grade  9 Social  Studies  program. 
These  students  are  expected  to  have  also  developed  a sense  of  self-worth  and 
confidence  in  their  ability  to  participate  in  a changing  society. 

Students  achieving  at  the  level  of  excellence  are  expected  to  be  those  in  the 
class  who  have  strong  critical  as  well  as  creative  thinking  skills  and  who 
confidently  use  appropriate  inquiry  strategies  to  seek  information  about  a 
question,  a problem,  or  an  issue.  For  example,  a student  attaining  the  level 
of  excellence  is  expected  to  synthesize  and  evaluate  information  from  varied 
sources,  in  order  to  write  an  editorial  or  position  paper  on  the  effects  of 
new  medical  technology,  such  as  genetic  engineering,  on  quality  of  life. 
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Questions  or  comments  regarding  this  bulletin  should  be  directed  to: 

Dennis  Belyk 
Assistant  Director 

Achievement  Testing  and  Diagnostic  Evaluation  Programs 

Student  Evaluation  Branch 

Alberta  Education 

Devonian  Building,  West  Tower 

11160  Jasper  Avenue 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T5K  0L2 

Telephone:  (403)  427-2948 


or  to  the  nearest  Alberta  Education  Regional  Office: 


Grande  Prairie  Regional  Office 
#25,  12th  Floor,  214  Place 
9909  - 102  Street 
Grande  Prairie,  Alberta 
T8V  2V4 

Telephone:  538-5130 


Calgary  Regional  Office 

12th  Floor,  Rocky  Mountain  Plaza 

615  Macleod  Trail,  S.E. 

Calgary,  Alberta 
T2G  4T8 

Telephone:  297-6353 


Edmonton  Regional  Office 
7th  Floor,  Westcor  Building 
12323  Stony  Plain  Road 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5N  3Y5 

Telephone:  427-2952 


Red  Deer  Regional  Office 

3rd  Floor  West,  Provincial  Building 

4920  - 51  Street 

Red  Deer,  Alberta 

T4N  6K8 

Telephone:  340-5262 


Lethbridge  Regional  Office 
200  - 5th  Avenue,  South 
Lethbridge,  Alberta 
T1J  4C7 

Telephone:  381-5243 
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CREDITS 


Multiple-Choice  Questions 


Question  3 

from  Microtechnology  by  Susan  Attenborough.  Reprinted  by 
permission  of  the  National  Union  of  Provincial  Government 
Employees . 

Question  6 

Source  adapted  from  Canada  and  the  World , November  1983. 
Toronto:  Maclean  Hunter  Ltd. 

Written  Response  Questions 


Map 

Adapted  from  Environment  Views , September  1989.  Produced  by 
Alberta  Environment. 

Data  Page: 

Cartoon  from  Environment  Views,  September  1989. 

Produced  by  Alberta  Environment. 

Information  adapted  from  Edmonton  Report,  Special  Fores ty 
Issue,  September  1989,  Volume  25,  Number  3.  This  issue  was  a 
joint  initiative  of  the  Edmonton  Economic  Development  Authority 
and  Alberta  Forestry,  Lands,  and  Wildlife. 
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